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PHILIPPINES   

COUNTRY PROFILE  

The Philippines, Southeast Asia’s oldest democracy, is a key 

development, trade and security partner to the United States. Its 
economy has grown substantially in recent years, but the gains have not 

yet generated sufficient improvements in the lives of many Filipinos. 

Since 2012, the U.S.-Philippines Partnership for Growth has addressed the Philippines’ most binding 

constraints to lasting, shared growth: ineffective governance, insufficient public financing, inadequate 

infrastructure and weak human capacity. USAID’s work is critical to sustain recent gains and foster more 

inclusive economic growth that is enjoyed by all Filipinos.  

OUR WORK 

The Philippines has emerged as one of the fastest growing economies in the region, with gross domestic 

product growth averaging six percent between 2010 and 2016. Poverty has also declined, dropping from 

26.3 percent in 2009 to 21.6 percent in 2015. USAID partners with the Government of the Philippines 

to address the country’s greatest development challenges by reducing high rates of maternal and 

neonatal mortality and tuberculosis, improving access to quality education and helping communities 

prepare for and respond to disasters. 

USAID’s work accelerates and sustains inclusive growth to support a more prosperous, stable and well-

governed nation, fosters peace and stability in conflict-affected areas of Mindanao, and enhances the 

country’s environmental resilience to climate change, natural disasters and threats to biodiversity. 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, GOVERNANCE, HEALTH AND EDUCATION 

Through the Partnership for Growth, USAID—in collaboration with six other U.S. Government 

agencies and the Philippine Government—addresses the country’s most binding constraints to inclusive 

and sustainable growth. USAID fosters economic development by strengthening public revenue 

generation and expenditure management, improving the effectiveness of the judiciary system and 

supporting initiatives to curb corruption. We help create jobs by streamlining business licensing and 

shepherding public-private partnerships that promote innovation and drive infrastructure development. 

Through our Cities Development Initiative, USAID collaborates with partner cities outside Metro Manila 

to fulfill their potential as engines of inclusive economic growth. We also strengthen health systems in 

58 cities and provinces, home to 77 percent of the population. We help improve early-grade reading 

skills for over one million children and equip university students with skills to meet industry demands. 

PEACE AND STABILITY IN MINDANAO 

Since the 1990s, USAID has promoted peace and stability in Mindanao. Following significant progress, 

USAID now focuses on six conflict-affected areas, collaborating with local governments and civil society 

to improve governance, economic growth, health, education, water and natural resource management. 

Our assistance supports local governments’ delivery of social and economic services and bolsters citizen 

engagement–especially among youth–in the process. 

ENVIRONMENTAL RESILIENCE 

One of the world’s most disaster-prone countries, the Philippines loses up to $5 billion every year due 

to natural disasters. The U.S. and the Philippines partner to enhance the country’s environmental 

resilience and mitigate the impacts of natural disasters. For long-term resilience, USAID works with the 

Philippine Government to improve natural resource management, reduce disaster risks and integrate 

low-emission development strategies in local planning.  

CONTACTS 

MISSION  

Susan K. Brems, PhD, Mission Director 
USAID/Philippines, U.S. Embassy 
Annex 2 Building, 1201 Roxas Boulevard, Ermita 
Manila, Philippines 1000 
Phone: 632-301-6000 • E-mail: infoph@usaid.gov 

HEADQUARTERS 

Melissa Kennison, Desk Officer  
U.S. Agency for International Development 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC, USA 20523 
Phone: 202-712-4521 • E-mail: mkennison@usaid.gov 

 
USAID contributes to the detection of 85 

percent of all new TB cases. 
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USAID supports sustainable management of 
coastal fisheries for over 1.5 million Filipinos. 
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